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Project Introduction
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ProjectHistory

The community vision for uptown streetscape

improvementshas evolved over at least the last 15

years. Over thistime,communityvolunteergroupsand

the City have commissionedseveralprojectsto work

withthecommunityto studyand designimprovements.

Thisproject utilizes the communityinput, vision and

preliminary designs as a basis for further design

development. (Referto the summaryof improvement

goalslistedundertheindexmap).

DesignTeam

Thisproject was funded by the City of MountVernon

and the CommunityDevelopmentGroup. Thedesign

team was comprisedof representativesfrom the City

of MountVernon,the CommunityDevelopmentGroup,

and Shoemaker& Haaland. An art subcommittee

(formedfrom the CommunityDevelopmentGroup and

other communityvolunteers)was also an integral part

of thedesignteam.

DevelopmentalDesign

This plan clarifies uptown streetscapeimprovement

conceptsprovided by the communityand further

refines them, creating DevelopmentalDrawings. This

òdevelopmentaldesignóshows the layout of

streetscape improvementsand identifies materials,

colors,and other design aspectsas a precursorto

constructiondrawings. The materials, amenities,

plantings,and surfacesare suggestedproductsfor the

designfeature. Final determinationwill be made at

theprojectimplementationphase.

Four priority improvementareas were identified by

the CommunityDevelopmentGroup. Theseareas

include:

1st Street (BAvenueto 2nd Avenue)

North Alley (between1st & 2nd Avenue)

SouthAlley (between1st & 2nd Avenue)

BackdoorParking South (publicparking southof

Uptown)

ImplementationCosts

Costopinionsweredevelopedfor eachpriority project

area. Thesecostsrepresentan estimatebased upon

current constructioncosts and the design concepts

presentedhere. Thesecostsare suitablefor developing

preliminary estimates, as required for grant

applications. An itemizedlistingof costsis provided so

that individual projectsmay be further broken down

into smaller projects to meet available funding

resources.

Gateway Recommendations

This plan also identifies locationsrecommendedas

communitygateways. General recommendationsfor

visualenhancementsalong theprimary traffic corridors

leadingto Uptownare presented.

DesignProcess

Communityinput is critical to this process for

developing successfulpublic improvements. This plan

utilizescommunityinputgatheredat a seriesof public

workshopsand a Council presentation. We also

incorporated improvementgoals and designsfrom

earliercommunityplanningefforts.

The resultingDevelopmentalDrawingsfurther clarify

designof streetscapeimprovementsand provide the

informationnecessaryfor developmentof construction

drawings. Final design adjustments to meet site

conditionsand final selectionof materialsand colors

will occur as part of the development of

construction/biddocuments.

Summary Of Uptown Streetscape Improvement Goals

Ė Preserve and enhance the unique appearance and historic charm of this area

Ė Express unique community culture through display of public art and interpretation of historic features

Ė Enhance the sense of place by providing attractive public gathering areas

Ė Increase public parking by improving pedestrian connections to ôbackdoorõ parking areas

Ė Expand Uptown District with ôBackdoor Plazasõ

Ė Enhance visual connection to historic Cornell College

Ė Provide a safe, comfortable and accessible space while accommodating vehicular traffic

Ė Employ ôtraffic calmingõ techniques to slowdown vehicular traffic

Ė Develop street tree improvements

Ė Coordinate with City to address public infrastructure improvements

Ė Address business owner needs, especially delivery of goods and removal of trash

Index Map



Priority Uptown Projects4

1 stStreet Uptown  Ė North Alley Connection  Ė South Alley Connection  Ė Backdoor Parking South



1st Street - East
Site Analysis
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Observations& Review

Ė Visuallyand physicallydisconnectedfromwest1st Street

Ė Northstorefrontsare offsetsouthfromthoseonwest1st Street

Ė Morerecentarchitecture& varyingbuildingsetbacks

Ė Narrowerright-of-way and narrowerwalksthanwest1st

Ė Someoverheadutility lines

Ė No treesor greenspace

Ė No bike parkingand very limitedbenchseating

Ė Somepaved areasin disrepair

Ė Lighted from tall flood lamps/streetlights (brighter light levels would improve character,

especiallyat intersectionof 1st Avenue)

Ė Trafficenteringarea fromeastoftentoo fast

Ė Somewalksdo nothaveaccessiblecurbcut

1st Street
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1st Street East
Design Recommendations
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Decorative street lights & banners (both sides) Uptown entry planting

(optional obelisk)

More parking striping

(bus parking times)

Street trees & planting areas Color paver strips

Refer to Intersection 

Layout

COMMUNITY

CENTER

11õ Traffic lanes

New 8õ Walk
DesignRecommendations

Ė Provide visual continuitywith west 1st Avenueby adding street trees,

raised planters, decorative lighting & banners and colorful paving

patterns

Ė Improveshoppercomfortby increasingwalk width, provide accessible

parking,seating,bike parkingand litter receptacles

Ė Enhancehistoriccharacter of uptown by providing small plaques to

interprethistoricfeaturesand becomepart of historiccommunitywalking

tour

Reduce entry

width

Handicap Parking 

New paver island 

Existing walk to remain

Add curb and replace walk

PlanView

Ė Calm (slow down) traffic with paved cross-walks and Uptown entry

Obelisk& planting

Ė Incorporatesustainablepracticessuchas recycled materials,collection

and re-useof rainwater,and utilizingnativeplant materials



1st Street East
Design Images
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New appropriately sized street trees

New concrete paver cross-walks

New colorful paver patterns at intersection corners

22ó high limestone planters

Historic plaque as part of city-wide walking tour

Reduce traffic lanes to 11õ and increase walk on south side 

by approximately 2õ

Decorative street light 

and banner

New traffic signal with 

pedestrian activation

Bench, bike rack and

litter receptacle

Permeable color concrete

paver strip and new concrete 

sidewalks

22ó limestone planter

Aerial View of East 1St Street From 1st Avenue

1st Street from 1st Avenue SE Corner at 1st Avenue & 1st Street

2õ wide color concrete paver strips 


